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What is Informal Education?

Anything we do that we donõt have to do!

ðCareer fairs

ðClassroom enrichment

ðSchool science events

ðScience Caf®õs/Caf® Scientifique

ðLocal organizations ðRotary, AAUW, etc.

ðNanodays



Science Caf®õs/Caf® Scientifiqueõs

Informal discussion ðfacilitated, not led

Different topic every time

Some in bookstores, some in bars

www.cafescientifique.org

www.sciencecafe.org

http://www.cafescientifique.org/
http://www.sciencecafe.org/


NanoDays

ÅHands-on science activities

ÅFocus is K-8

ÅSchool, district or region -based



www.nisenet.org/nanodays

200 

NanoDays

and 

growing

http://www.nisenet.org/nanodays


How can NiseNet help?

ðPhysical Kits

ðDigital Kits

ðForums

ðResources

ðExperience



LCCõs experience with NanoDays
ðGrant funded

ð5 years

ð900 students

ðCollaboration with Impression 5 Science Center, 

Lansing MI

ðHow to Have a Nanoday



NanoDay
Child surveys

Sustainability

Impact



Impact

Sustainability

And 20% of attendees were referrals!

NanoDay
Adult surveys



A sampler of NanoDay activities

The lotus leaf effect

Nano fabric















Thank you !



Letõs Play!





The Stickybot

http://news.stanford.edu/news/2010/august/gecko -082410.html

http://news.stanford.edu/news/2010/august/gecko-082410.html
http://news.stanford.edu/news/2010/august/gecko-082410.html
http://news.stanford.edu/news/2010/august/gecko-082410.html


Combining the AFM and nanotubes

http://www.amir.uni -oldenburg.de/en/37099.html



Myosin walking visualized by AFM

Kodera et.  al Nature 468 72-76 (2010)



The nanoradio

Courtesy Zettl Research Group, Lawrence Berkeley National 

Laboratory and University of California at Berkeley



The nano cargo truck

Laboratory for Nanobioelectronics P.I.: Dr. Joseph Wang 

Department of NanoEngineering 

University of California, San Diego 2009








